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ABSTRACT 

The Qur'an, as the primary source of Islamic teachings, uses Arabic, a 

language rich in meaning, so that each word has multiple semantic 

dimensions. One important concept is zakat, which has been studied more 

from the perspective of fiqh, while linguistic analysis remains limited. In 

fact, the use of the word zakat in various verses shows diverse meanings 

that evolve according to the context of revelation. This study aims to 

analyse the use of the word zakat in the Qur'an through an examination of 

its linguistic form, the context of the verses, and its various meanings. The 

study is qualitative and literature-based, with primary data consisting of 

verses containing the word zakat and its derivatives, as well as secondary 

data from classical and contemporary interpretations and scientific 

literature. The analysis was conducted using Toshihiko Izutsu's Qur'anic 

semantic approach to identify basic and relational meanings, as well as the 

maudhu'i interpretation method to examine Makkiyah and Madaniyah 

verses thematically. The results of the study indicate that the meaning of 

zakat is dynamic. In the Makkiyah verses, zakat emphasises spiritual 

purification and moral development. In the Madaniyah verses, its meaning 

evolves into an institutionalised socio-economic obligation. This finding 

confirms that zakat encompasses spiritual, social, and moral dimensions in 

an integrated manner. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The Qur'an, as the primary source of Islamic teachings, was revealed in Arabic, a 

language rich in linguistic characteristics, precise in meaning, and complex in semantic 

structure. Understanding the words in the Qur'an is highly dependent on the linguistic 

context, sentence structure, and the circumstances surrounding its revelation, so that each 

word contains a deep and layered conceptual message. Semantic approaches, such as those 

developed by Toshihiko Izutsu, are used to reveal the basic and relational meanings of words 

in the Qur'an, as well as how those meanings change according to their historical and 

thematic contexts.  (Kahfi & Ahmadi, 2021) The maudu'i (thematic) method of 

interpretation also emphasises the collection and analysis of verses with similar themes in 

order to understand the conceptual message in a more profound and structured manner. 

(Nazhifah & Karimah, 2021). Therefore, analysing key terms in the Qur'an is an important 

step in exploring the fundamental concepts that shape the Islamic worldview. 

One of the keywords that has a central position in the Qur'an is the word zakat. This 

word appears in various verses with different wording and contexts, indicating that zakat is 

not merely a technical term in Islamic law, but a Qur'anic concept that is rich in meaning. 

The word zakat in the Qur'an has a very broad and profound meaning; it is not merely a 

technical term in Islamic law, but a Qur'anic concept that contains spiritual, social and 

economic dimensions. Zakat serves as the main instrument for the redistribution of wealth 

to reduce poverty and social inequality, as well as to strengthen solidarity and inclusive 

community welfare.   (Nuradi et al., 2025) Semantically, zakat means "purification" and 

"growth," encompassing spiritual and social aspects, and transforming from a pre-Islamic 

meaning that was more individualistic into a collective concept that emphasises social 

justice and mutual welfare.  (Nugraha & Wanto, 2025) In the Qur'an, zakat is mentioned 

alongside prayer as an important pillar of Islam, with clear obligations and threats for those 

who neglect it, emphasising its central position in Muslim life. (Abidin, 2020) .  

Etymologically, the word zakat comes from the root word ي  ك  ز/    و  ك  ز , which means 

to grow, develop, cleanse, and purify. Thus, the basic meaning of zakat is not limited to the 

obligation to give alms, but also includes the process of purification and growth, both 

materially and spiritually. (Emzaed et al., 2025) . This basic meaning indicates that the use 

of the word zakat in the Qur'an is not always limited to the obligation to spend wealth, but 

is also related to the process of purification and growth, both materially and spiritually. The 

word zakat appears in various verses of the Qur'an in diverse contexts, often alongside the 

command to pray and associated with the nature of believers as an indicator of individual 

and collective piety. (Hariani, 2020). The diversity of contexts in which the word zakat is 

used in the Qur'an indicates a shift and expansion of meaning in accordance with the purpose 

of the verse and the phase of revelation.  

In some Makkiyah verses, the word zakat emphasises self-purification and moral 

values, whereas in Madaniyah verses, this word tends to refer to its institutional meaning as 

a socio-economic obligation with certain provisions.(Alim, 2023)This difference in context 

indicates that the meaning of zakat in the Qur'an is dynamic and not singular. In tafsir 

studies, differences in interpretation of the word zakat are also evident. Some mufassir 

understand zakat literally as an obligation of wealth, while other mufassir interpret the word 
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more broadly as a process of tazkiyah that includes spiritual, moral, and social solidarity 

development.(Fakhruddin et al., 2024; Nuraini & Ghifari, 2025; Riswandi, 2024) This 

difference shows that the word zakat in the Qur'an has complex layers of meaning and is 

open to study through semantic and thematic approaches. 

However, studies on the word zakat in the Qur'an often focus on fiqhiyah and practical 

aspects, so that linguistic studies and textual meanings have not received adequate attention. 

In fact, a deep understanding of the word zakat as a Qur'anic term can provide a stronger 

conceptual foundation for understanding the objectives of Sharia and the values that are to 

be realised through the commandment of zakat. 

Based on this background, this study aims to analyse the use of the word zakat in the 

Qur'an by examining its form, context, and diversity of meanings. This study is expected to 

contribute to the enrichment of Qur'anic semantic studies and strengthen the conceptual 

understanding of zakat as a teaching that has integrated spiritual, social, and moral 

dimensions. 

 

METHOD 

This research is qualitative research with a library research approach, focusing on the 

study of the text of the Qur'an. The Qur'an is used as the primary data source, particularly 

verses containing the word zakat and its derivatives. Meanwhile, secondary data sources 

include classical and contemporary tafsir books, books on ulumul Qur'an, works on Qur'anic 

semantics, and scientific journal articles relevant to the theme of zakat and the linguistic 

study of the Qur'an. 

The main approach used in this study is the semantic approach to the Qur'an as 

developed by Toshihiko Izutsu. (Fahimah, 2020)This approach is used to reveal the basic 

meaning and relational meaning of the word zakat in the Qur'an, as well as to explore its 

meaning in relation to other Qur'anic concepts that have semantic proximity, such 

asshalat,tazkiyah,iman, andtaqwa. Through this approach, the word zakat is analysed not 

only lexically, but also within the network of meanings that form the Qur'anic worldview 

(weltanschauung). 

In addition, this study also uses the maudhu‘i (thematic) interpretation method. This 

method is carried out by inventorying all verses in the Qur'an that contain the word zakat 

and its derivatives, then grouping them based on the context of revelation (Makkiyah and 

Madaniyah) and the theme of the verse. (Fauzan et al., 2020)This stage aims to obtain a 

systematic overview of the variations in the use of the word zakat in the Qur'an and the 

changes in its meaning according to the historical and social context of early Muslim society. 

Data collection techniques were carried out by searching for verses in the Qur'an 

using a Qur'an index dictionary and digital Qur'an devices, followed by a study of the 

interpretations of the exegetes. The collected data was then analysed descriptively and 

analytically, emphasising linguistic aspects, the context of the verses, and differences in 

interpretation that appear in the tafsir literature. This analysis aimed to identify patterns of 

meaning, shifts in meaning, and extensions of meaning of the word zakat in the Qur'an. 

 To maintain data validity, this study triangulated sources by comparing 

interpretations from various exegetes and contemporary academic studies. Using this 
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method, this study aims to produce a comprehensive and objective understanding of the 

diversity of meanings of the word zakat in the Qur'an, from linguistic, theological, and social 

perspectives. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Verses About Zakat in Qur’an 

 

Table 1. Verses About Zakat 

No Verses of the Qur'an Surah Ayat Sighot 

1 
مِنكُم  زكََىٰ  وَلَوْلََ فَضْلُ اللَّهِ عَلَيْكُمْ وَرَحْْتَُهُ مَا  

 مَن يَشَاءُ يُـزكَِِّي  مِّنْ أَحَدٍ أبَدًَا وَلٰـَكِنه اللَّهَ 
An-Nur 21 Fiil Madhi 

 Asy-Syams 9 Fiil Madhi زكَهاهَا  قَدْ أفَـْلَحَ مَن 2

 ’An-Najm 32 Fiil Mudhari أنَفُسَكُمْ ۖ هُوَ أعَْلَمُ بِنَِ اتهـقَىٰ تُـزكَُّوا فَلََ  3

4 
ُ  يُـزكَُّونَ    ألََْ تَـرَ إِلََ الهذِينَ    يُـزكَِِّيأنَفُسَهُمْ ۚ بَلِ اللَّه

 مَن يَشَاءُ وَلََ يظُْلَمُونَ فتَِيلًَ 
An-Nisa 49 Fiil Mudhari’ 

5 

لُوا عَلَيْكُمْ كَمَا   أرَْسَلْنَا فِيكُمْ رَسُولًَ مِّنكُمْ يَـتـْ
وَ  يكُمْ  آيََتنَِا  وَالِْْكْمَةَ  يُـزكَِِّ الْكِتَابَ  وَيُـعَلِّمُكُمُ 

 وَيُـعَلِّمُكُم مها لََْ تَكُونوُا تَـعْلَمُونَ 
Al-Baqarah 151 Fiil Mudhari’ 

6 

عَلَيْهِمْ   لُو  يَـتـْ هُمْ  مِّنـْ رَسُولًَ  فِيهِمْ  وَابْـعَثْ  رَبهـنَا 
وَ  وَالِْْكْمَةَ  الْكِتَابَ  وَيُـعَلِّمُهُمُ  يهِمْ آيََتِكَ     ۚ يُـزكَِِّ

 إِنهكَ أنَتَ الْعَزيِزُ الَْْكِيمُ 
Al-Baqarah 129 Fiil Mudhari’ 

7 
ُ يَـوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ   يهِمْ ۖوَلََ يُكَلِّمُهُمُ اللَّه  وَلََمُْ  وَلََ يُـزكَِِّ

 عَذَابٌ ألَيِمٌ 
Al-Baqarah 174 Fiil Mudhari’ 

8 

إِنه الهذِينَ يَشْتََوُنَ بِعَهْدِ اللَّهِ وَأيَْْاَنِِِمْ ثََنًَا قلَِيلًَ  
أوُلَٰئِكَ لََ خَلََقَ لََمُْ فِ الْْخِرَةِ وَلََ يُكَلِّمُهُمُ 

وَلََ  الْقِيَامَةِ  يَـوْمَ  إلِيَْهِمْ  يَـنْظرُُ  وَلََ   ُ يهِمْ    اللَّه يُـزكَِِّ
 وَلََمُْ عَذَابٌ ألَيِمٌ 

Ali-Imran 77 Fiil Mudhari’ 

9 
فِيهِمْ   بَـعَثَ  إِذْ  الْمُؤْمِنِيَن  عَلَى   ُ اللَّه مَنه  لَقَدْ 

لُو عَلَيْهِمْ آيََتهِِ وَ  يهِمْ رَسُولًَ مِّنْ أنَفُسِهِمْ يَـتـْ   يُـزكَِِّ
Ali-Imran 164 Fiil Mudhari’ 
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وَيُـعَلِّمُهُمُ الْكِتَابَ وَالِْْكْمَةَ وَإِن كَانوُا مِن قَـبْلُ 
 لَفِي ضَلََلٍ مُّبِينٍ 

10 

لُوا  هُمْ يَـتـْ هُوَ الهذِي بَـعَثَ فِ الْْمُِّيِّيَن رَسُولًَ مِّنـْ
وَ  آيََتهِِ  يهِمْ عَلَيْهِمْ  الْكِتَابَ    يُـزكَِِّ وَيُـعَلِّمُهُمُ 

 وَالِْْكْمَةَ وَإِن كَانوُا مِن قَـبْلُ لَفِي ضَلََلٍ مُّبِينٍ 
Al-Jumu’ah 2 Fiil Mudhari’ 

11 
جَنهاتُ عَدْنٍ تََْريِ مِن تََْتِهَا الَْْنِْاَرُ خَالِدِينَ  

لِكَ جَزاَءُ مَن  تَـزكَهىٰ  فِيهَا ۚ وَذَٰ
Thaha 76 Fiil Mudhari’ 

12 

وَلََ تَزرُِ وَازرَِةٌ وِزْرَ أُخْرَىٰ ۗ وَإِن تَدعُْ مُثـْقَلَةٌ إِلََٰ  
حِْْلِهَا لََ يُُْمَلْ مِنْهُ شَيْءٌ وَلَوْ كَانَ ذَا قُـرْبََٰ ۗ 
مُ بِِلْغَيْبِ وَأقَاَمُوا   اَ تنُذِرُ الهذِينَ يََْشَوْنَ رَبَّه إِنَّه

اَ يَـتـَزكَهىٰ لنِـَفْسِهِ ۚ وَإِلََ تَـزكَهىٰ  الصهلََةَ ۚ وَمَن   فإَِنَّه
 اللَّهِ الْمَصِيُ 

Fathir 18 Fiil Mudhari’ 

 ’Al-A’la 14 Fiil Mudhari تَـزكَهىٰ قَدْ أفَـْلَحَ مَن  13

 ’An-Nazi’at 18 Fiil Mudhari تَـزكَهىٰ فَـقُلْ هَل لهكَ إِلََٰ أَن  14

15 
اَ   فإَِنَّه تَـزكَهىٰ  اللَّهِ  يَـتـَزكَهىٰ  وَمَن  وَإِلََ  لنِـَفْسِهِ ۚ 

 الْمَصِيُ 
Fathir 18 Fiil Mudhari’ 

 ’Al-Lail 18 Fiil Mudhari يَـتـَزكَهىالهذِي يُـؤْتِ مَالَهُ  16

 ’Abasa 3 Fiil Mudhari يَـزهكهىٰ وَمَا يدُْريِكَ لَعَلههُ  17

 ’Abasa 7 Fiil Mudhari يَـزهكهىٰ وَمَا عَلَيْكَ أَلَه  18

19 
لِكُمْ   يَـعْلَمُ وَأنَْـتُمْ لََ أزَكَْىٰ  ذَٰ  ُ لَكُمْ وَأَطْهَرُ ۗ وَاللَّه
 تَـعْلَمُونَ 

Al-Baqarah 232 Fiil Mudhari’ 

20 
أيَّـُهَا   مِّنْهُ  أزَكَْىٰ  فَـلْيَنظرُْ  بِرزِْقٍ  فَـلْيَأْتِكُم  طعََامًا 

 وَلْيـَتـَلَطهفْ وَلََ يُشْعِرَنه بِكُمْ أَحَدًا
Al-Kahfi 19 Fiil Mudhari’ 

21 
لَكُمْ ۚ  أزَكَْىٰ وَإِن قِيلَ لَكُمُ ارْجِعُوا فاَرْجِعُوا هُوَ 

ُ بِاَ تَـعْمَلُونَ عَلِيمٌ   وَاللَّه
An-Nur 28 Fiil Mudhari’ 

لِكَ   22 ذَٰ فُـرُوجَهُمْ ۚ  اللَّهَ أزَكَْىٰ  وَيَُْفَظُوا  إِنه  لََمُْ ۗ  An-Nur 30 Fiil Mudhari’ 
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 خَبِيٌٌۢ بِاَ يَصْنـَعُونَ 
اَ أَنََ رَسُولُ رَبِّكِ لَِْهَبَ لَكِ غُلََمًا 23  Maryam 19 Masdar زكَِيًّا   قاَلَ إِنَّه

24 
بِغَيِْ نَـفْسٌٍۢ ۖ لهقَدْ جِئْتَ زكَِيهةًٌۢ  قاَلَ أقََـتـَلْتَ نَـفْسًا  

 ـاً نُّكْراً   شَيْ
Al-Kahfi 74 Masdar 

25 
وَآتُوا   الصهلََةَ  مَعَ   الزهكَاةَ وَأقَِيمُوا  وَاركَْعُوا 

 الرهاكِعِينَ 
Al-Baqarah 43 Masdar 

26 

وَآتُوا  الصهلََةَ  وَأقَِيمُوا  حُسْنًا  للِنهاسِ  وَقُولُوا 
وَأنَتُم   ۗ الزهكَاةَ  مِّنكُمْ  قلَِيلًَ  إِلَه  تُمْ  تَـوَلهيـْ ثُُه   

 مُّعْرِضُونَ 
Al-Baqarah 83 Masdar 

27 

وَآتُوا   الصهلََةَ  مُوا  الزهكَاةَ ۚ وَأقَِيمُوا  تُـقَدِِّ وَمَا   
لِْنَفُسِكُم مِّنْ خَيٍْ تََِدُوهُ عِندَ اللَّهِ ۗ إِنه اللَّهَ بِاَ  

 تَـعْمَلُونَ بَصِيٌ 
Al-Baqarah 110 Masdar 

28 

بِعَهْدِهِمْ   الزهكَاةَ وَأقَاَمَ الصهلََةَ وَآتَى   وَالْمُوفُونَ 
وَالضهرهاءِ   الْبَأْسَاءِ  فِ  وَالصهابِريِنَ  عَاهَدُوا  إِذَا 
وَأوُلَٰئِكَ   صَدَقُوا  الهذِينَ  أوُلَٰئِكَ  الْبَأْسِ ۗ  وَحِيَن 

 هُمُ الْمُتـهقُونَ 

Al-Baqarah 177 Masdar 

29 

وَأقَاَمُوا   الصهالِْاَتِ  وَعَمِلُوا  آمَنُوا  الهذِينَ  إِنه 
لََمُْ أَجْرهُُمْ عِندَ رَبَِِّّمْ وَلََ   الزهكَاةَ الصهلََةَ وَآتَـوُا  

 خَوْفٌ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلََ هُمْ يَُْزَنوُنَ 
Al-Baqarah 277 Masdar 

30 

فَـلَمها كُتِبَ عَلَيْهِمُ  الزهكَاةَ  وَأقَِيمُوا الصهلََةَ وَآتُوا  
هُمْ يََْشَوْنَ النهاسَ كَخَشْيَةِ   الْقِتَالُ إِذَا فَريِقٌ مِّنـْ

 ۚۚ  اللَّهِ أوَْ أَشَده خَشْيَةً 
An-Nisa 77 Masdar 

31 

وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ   هُمْ  مِنـْ الْعِلْمِ  فِ  الرهاسِخُونَ  لهٰكِنِ 
قَـبْلِكَ   مِن  أنُزلَِ  وَمَا  إلِيَْكَ  أنُزلَِ  بِاَ  يُـؤْمِنُونَ 

وَالْمُؤْمِنُونَ    الزهكَاةَ وَالْمُقِيمِيَن الصهلََةَ وَالْمُؤْتُونَ  
أَجْراً   سَنُـؤْتيِهِمْ  أوُلَٰئِكَ  الْْخِرِ ۙ  وَالْيـَوْمِ  بِِللَّهِ 

An-Nisa 162 Masdar 
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 عَظِيمًا

32 

تُمُ   وَآمَنتُم بِرُسُلِي   الزهكَاةَ لئَِنْ أقََمْتُمُ الصهلََةَ وَآتَـيـْ
وَعَزهرْتُُوُهُمْ وَأقَـْرَضْتُمُ اللَّهَ قَـرْضًا حَسَنًا لَُْكَفِِّرَنه 
عَنكُمْ سَيِّئَاتِكُمْ وَلَْدُْخِلَنهكُمْ جَنهاتٍ تََْريِ مِن 
لِكَ مِنكُمْ فَـقَدْ  تََْتِهَا الَْْنِْاَرُ ۚ فَمَن كَفَرَ بَـعْدَ ذَٰ

 ضَله سَوَاءَ السهبِيلِ 

Al-Maidah 12 Masdar 

33 
الهذِينَ  آمَنُوا  وَالهذِينَ  وَرَسُولهُُ   ُ اللَّه وَليُِّكُمُ  اَ  إِنَّه

 وَهُمْ راَكِعُونَ  الزهكَاةَ يقُِيمُونَ الصهلََةَ وَيُـؤْتُونَ 
Al-Maidah 55 Masdar 

34 
وَالهذِينَ    الزهكَاةَ فَسَأَكْتُـبُـهَا للِهذِينَ يَـتـهقُونَ وَيُـؤْتُونَ  

 هُم بِِيََتنَِا يُـؤْمِنُونَ 
Al-A’raf 156 Masdar 

35 
وَآتَـوُا   الصهلََةَ  وَأقَاَمُوا  تََبوُا  فَخَلُّوا   الزهكَاةَ فإَِن 

 سَبِيلَهُمْ ۚ إِنه اللَّهَ غَفُورٌ رهحِيمٌ 
At-Taubah 5 Masdar 

36 

وَآتَـوُا   الصهلََةَ  وَأقَاَمُوا  تََبوُا    الزهكَاةَ فإَِن 
لقَِوْمٍ   الْْيََتِ  وَنُـفَصِّلُ  ينِ ۗ  الدِِّ فِ  فإَِخْوَانُكُمْ 

 يَـعْلَمُونَ 
At-Taubah 11 Masdar 

37 

وَالْيـَوْمِ  بِِللَّهِ  اٰمَنَ  مَنْ  اللَّهِ  مَسَاجِدَ  يَـعْمُرُ  اَ  اِنَّه
وَلََْ يََْشَ اِلَه  الزهكٰوةَ  الَْٰخِرِ وَاقَاَمَ الصهلٰوةَ وَاٰتَى  

كَ انَْ يهكُوْنُـوْا مِنَ الْمُهْتَدِيْنَ  ىِٕ
ٰۤ
 اللََِّّٰ فَـعَسٰى اوُلٰ

At-Taubah 18 Masdar 

38 

وَيطُِيعُونَ اللَّهَ  الزهكَاةَ  وَيقُِيمُونَ الصهلََةَ وَيُـؤْتُونَ  
عَزيِزٌ   اللَّهَ  إِنه   ۗ ُ اللَّه سَيَْحَُْهُمُ  أوُلَٰئِكَ  وَرَسُولَهُ ۚ 

 حَكِيمٌ 
At-Taubah 71 Masdar 

39 
مَُا خَيْاً مِّنْهُ   وَأقَـْرَبَ زكََاةً  فأََرَدْنََٓ أَن يُـبْدِلََمَُا رَبَُّّ

 رُحْْاً 
Al-Kahfi 81 Masdar 

 وهحَنَانًَ مِّنْ لهدُنَه وَ  40
ۗ
 Maryam 13 Masdar وكََانَ تَقِيًّاۙ زكَٰوةً

41 
 وَاوَْصٰنِِْ بِِلصهلٰوةِ  

وهجَعَلَنِِْ مُبٰٰكًَا ايَْنَ مَا كُنْتُۖ
 مَا دُمْتُ حَيًّاۖ الزهكٰوةِ وَ 

Maryam 31 Masdar 

file:///C:/Users/Ain.Najib/Downloads/10.59622/jiat.v6i2.198


Zakat And Its Multifaceted Meanings In The Qur'an 

  

 

32 | Hikami: Jurnal Ilmu al-Qur’an dan Tafsir, Vol. 6, No. 2, 2025 

Doi: 10.59622/jiat.v6i2.198 

 

 

42 
وكََانَ عِنْدَ ربَِّه  الزهكٰوةِۖ  وَ وكََانَ يََْمُرُ اهَْلَه بِِلصهلٰوةِ  

 مَرْضِيًّا

Maryam 55 Masdar 

43 
الصهلٰوةِ   وَاقِاَمَ  الَْْيْٰتِ  فِعْلَ  الِيَْهِمْ  نَآ  وَاوَْحَيـْ

ءَ    وكََانُـوْا لنََا عٰبِدِيْنَۙ الزهكٰوةِۚ وَايِْـتَاٰۤ

Al-Anbiya 73 Masdar 

44 

الصهلٰوةَ  اقَاَمُوا  الََْرْضِ  فِِ  مهكهنِّٰهُمْ  اِنْ  الَهذِيْنَ 
وَامََرُوْا بِِلْمَعْرُوْفِ وَنَِوَْا عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِۗ  الزهكٰوةَ  وَاٰتَـوُا  

 وَللَِِِّّٰ عَاقِبَةُ الَْمُُوْرِ 

Al-Hajj 41 Masdar 

45 
ِۗ هُوَ  الزهكٰوةَ  اقَِيْمُوا الصهلٰوةَ وَاٰتُوا   وَاعْتَصِمُوْا بِِللَِّّٰ

 مَوْلٰىكُمْۚ فنَِعْمَ الْمَوْلَٰ وَنعِْمَ النهصِيُْ 
Al-Hajj 78 Masdar 

-Al فٰعِلُوْنَۙ للِزهكٰوةِ وَالهذِيْنَ هُمْ  46

Mu’minun 

4 Masdar 

47 

رجَِالٌ لَه تُـلْهِيْهِمْ تََِارةٌَ وهلََ بَـيْعٌ عَنْ ذكِْرِ اللَِِّّٰ  
ءِ   يََاَفُـوْنَ يَـوْمًا تَـتـَقَلهبُ الزهكٰوةِۙ  وَاقِاَمِ الصهلٰوةِ وَايِْـتَاٰۤ

 فِيْهِ الْقُلُوْبُ وَالَْبَْصَارُۙ 

An-nur 37 Masdar 

48 
وَاٰتُوا   الصهلٰوةَ  الرهسُوْلَ الزهكٰوةَ  وَاقَِيْمُوا  عُوا  وَاطَِيـْ

 لَعَلهكُمْ تُـرْحَُْوْنَ 
An-Nur 57 Masdar 

49 
وَيُـؤْتُـوْنَ   الصهلٰوةَ  يقُِيْمُوْنَ  وَهُمْ الزهكٰوةَ  الهذِيْنَ 

 بِِلَْٰخِرَةِ هُمْ يُـوْقِنُـوْنَ 
An-Naml 3 Masdar 

50 

فَلََ   النهاسِ  امَْوَالِ  لِِّيَبُْـوَا۠ فِْٓ  تُمْ مِّنْ رِِّبًِ  اٰتَـيـْ وَمَآ 
تُمْ مِّنْ   ِۚ وَمَآ اٰتَـيـْ ترُيِْدُوْنَ وَجْهَ  زكَٰوةٍ  يَـرْبُـوْا عِنْدَ اللَِّّٰ
كَ هُمُ الْمُضْعِفُوْنَ  ىِٕ

ٰۤ
 اللَِِّّٰ فاَوُلٰ

Ar-Rum 39 Masdar 

51 
وَيُـؤْتُـوْنَ   الصهلٰوةَ  يقُِيْمُوْنَ  وَهُمْ الزهكٰوةَ  الهذِيْنَ 

 بِِلَْٰخِرَةِ هُمْ يُـوْقِنُـوْنَۗ 
Luqman 4 Masdar 

 Al-Ahzab 33 Masdar وَاطَِعْنَ اللََِّّٰ وَرَسُوْلَهالزهكٰوةَ  وَاقَِمْنَ الصهلٰوةَ وَاٰتِيْنَ   52

53 
يُـؤْتُـوْنَ   لََ  هُمْ الزهكٰوةَ  الهذِيْنَ  بِِلَْٰخِرَةِ  وَهُمْ 

 كٰفِرُوْنَ 
fushshilat 7 Masdar 

فاَقَِيْمُوا   54 عَلَيْكُمْ   ُ اللَِّّٰ وَتََبَ  تَـفْعَلُوْا  لََْ  فاَِذْ  Al-Mujadilah 13 Masdar 
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وَاٰتُوا   ُ  الزهكٰوةَ  الصهلٰوةَ  وَاللَِّّٰ وَرَسُوْلَه  عُوا اللََِّّٰ  وَاطَِيـْ
 خَبِيٌْ ٌۢ بِاَ تَـعْمَلُوْنَ 

55 

وَاقَْرِضُوا اللََِّّٰ قَـرْضًا  الزهكٰوةَ  وَاقَِيْمُوا الصهلٰوةَ وَاٰتُوا  
مُوْا لَِنَْـفُسِكُمْ مِّنْ خَيٍْ تََِدُوْهُ  حَسَنًاۗ وَمَا تُـقَدِِّ
ِۙ هُوَ خَيْاً وهاعَْظَمَ اَجْراًۗ وَاسْتـَغْفِرُوا اللََِّّٰۗ   عِنْدَ اللَِّّٰ

 اِنه اللََِّّٰ غَفُوْرٌ رهحِيْمٌ 

Al-Mujammil 20 Masdar 

56 

يْنَ  لَهُ الدِِّ ليِـَعْبُدُوا اللََِّّٰ مُُْلِصِيْنَ  امُِرُوْٓا اِلَه   وَمَآ 
وَيُـؤْتُوا   الصهلٰوةَ  وَيقُِيْمُوا  ءَ  وَذٰلِكَ الزهكٰوةَ  حُنـَفَاٰۤ

 دِيْنُ الْقَيِّمَةِۗ 

Al-Bayyinah 5 Masdar 

 

 

The Meaning of the Word Zakat in the Qur'an Based on Tafsir Books 

1. Meaning of Language (Lughawi) 

Etymologically, the word زكاة (zakat) comes from the root word زكَاءً   – يزكى – زكى
زكَاةً    / , which means: clean ( ُالنهمَاءُ وَالطههَارَة), grow and develop ( ُالنهمَاء), good ( ُالصهلََح). 

This basic meaning forms the foundation for the interpretation of exegetes when explaining 

the context of "zakat" in the Qur'an. 

2. The Meaning of Zakat According to the Books of Interpretation 

A. Tafsir al-Ṭabarī (Jāmi‘ al-Bayān ‘an Ta’wīl Āy al-Qur’ān) 

Imam al-Ṭabarī (d. 310 AH) considered that the word zakat in the Qur'an has 

two main meanings, which are determined by siyāqul kalām (the context of the verse): 

1) The meaning of tazkiyah (purification of the soul): 

In the Makkiyyah verses, zakat is interpreted as purification of the soul from 

shirk, sin, and bad character. Example: QS. Asy-Syams [91]: 9 

 قَدْ أفَـْلَحَ مَن زكَهاهَا 

At-Tabari argue “Blessed are those who purify their souls by obeying Allah.”  

2) The meaning of wealth (zakat mal): 

In the Madaniyyah verses, zakat means the obligation to give out a portion of 

one's wealth, as in QS. At-Taubah [9]: 103  

يهِمْ بَِّاَ   خُذْ مِنْ أمَْوَالَِمِْ صَدَقَةً تُطَهِّرهُُمْ وَتُـزكَِِّ
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According to al-Ṭabarī, this verse indicates that zakat is a form of physical and 

spiritual purification through charity. Thus, al-Ṭabarī understood zakat as a word 

that encompasses two aspects: purification (spiritual) and expenditure (material). 

 

B. Tafsir al-Qurṭubī (Al-Jāmi' li Aḥkām al-Qur'ān) 

Al-Qurṭubī (d. 671 AH), a mufassir, provided explanations that were more socio-

legal in nature, while still paying attention to the spiritual aspect. He wrote, "Zakat in 

the Qur'an sometimes means purification of the soul, sometimes it means the 

obligation of wealth, depending on the context." 

 QS. Al-A‘lā [87]: 14 

 قَدْ أفَـْلَحَ مَن تَـزكَهىٰ 

("those who purify themselves from sin by obeying Allah"). 

QS. Al-Baqarah [2]: 43   

 وَأقَِيمُوا الصهلََةَ وَآتُوا الزهكَاةَ 
The meaning zakat on wealth, because the context of this verse refers to the Sharia 

law for Muslims in Medina. Thus, al-Qurṭubī emphasised the close relationship 

between ṣalāh and zakat, as symbols of personal and social worship that complement 

each other. 

C. Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Tafsīr al-Qur'ān al-'Aẓīm) 

Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH) clearly distinguished the meaning of zakat based on the 

period when the verse was revealed: 

1) In the Makkiyyah surah, zakat means purification of oneself from shirk, sin, and 

bad character. Example: QS. Fussilat [41]: 6–7  

 لِّلِْمُشْركِِيَن الهذِينَ لََ يُـؤْتُونَ الزهكَاةَ وَوَيْلٌ  

Ibn Kathir interpreted, "That is, they did not purify themselves from polytheism and 

did not believe in Allah." 

In the Medinan surah, zakat already meant a sharīʿah ordinance (zakat on 

wealth). Ibn Kathir emphasised that zakat originally had a moral-spiritual meaning, 

then became legally prescribed during the Medina period. This shows the 

development of the meaning of zakat from the aspect of tazkiyah to mu'āmalah. 

D. Tafsir Fakhruddin al-Rāzī (Mafātīḥ al-Ghayb) 

Al-Rāzī (d. 606 AH) took a more philosophical and spiritual approach to the 

meaning of zakat. According to him:"Zakat is so named because it purifies the heart 

from stinginess and cultivates reward in the soul." In interpreting QS. At-Taubah [9]: 
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103, al-Rāzī emphasises: 

 .is purifying from sin  تُطَهِّرهُُمْ  (1

يهِمْ  (2  .is fostering faith and self-esteem  وَتُـزكَِِّ

He emphasised that zakat is not merely a material activity, but a means of spiritual 

purification (tazkiyah ruhiyyah) that results in spiritual growth. Thus, according to al-

Rāzī, the meaning of zakat is more metaphysical and moral in nature, not merely a 

matter of fiqh law. 

Ar-Razi  emphasised that zakat is not merely a material activity, but a means of 

spiritual purification (tazkiyah ruhiyyah) that results in spiritual growth. Thus, 

according to al-Rāzī, the meaning of zakat is more metaphysical and moral in nature, 

not merely a matter of fiqh law. 

E. Tafsir of Sayyid Qutb (In the Shade of the Qur'an) 

 Sayyid Qutb (d. 1966) emphasised social and spiritual aspects in his interpretation. 

According to him, zakat is a tangible manifestation of faith — it is not merely a 

material obligation, but proof of social piety. In interpreting QS. At-Taubah [9]: 103, 

he wrote that zakat is: 

1) purification of the heart from selfishness, 

2) clearing assets from the rights of others, 

3) as well as strengthening social solidarity. 

The meaning of zakat here becomes a dual act of worship: worship of Allah and 

social responsibility. 

Tabel 2. Comparative Analysis of the Meaning of Zakat 

Mufassir 
Pattern of 

Interpretation 

The Meaning of 

Zakat 
Description 

Al-Ṭabarī Riwayah 

Purification of 

soul and 

possessions 

Meaning is 

determined by 

the context of the 

verse 

Al-Qurṭubī Fiqhi 

Obligations 

regarding 

property and 

purification 

Emphasis on the 

law of zakat 

Ibn Kaṯīr Riwayah-Fiqhi 

Tazkiyah 

(Makkiyyah) to 

Zakat mal 

(Madaniyyah) 

The development 

of meaning 

according to the 

phases of 

revelation 

Al-Rāzī Falsafi Purification of Spiritual and 
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the soul from 

stinginess 

philosophical 

meaning 

Al-Marāghī Adabi-Ijtima‘i 

Purification of 

wealth and 

morals 

Moral and social 

balance 

Sayyid Q 

uṭb 
Adabi-Harakī Social worship 

Zakat as proof of 

faith and 

solidarity 

 

3. Asbabun Nuzul Makna Zakat Dalam Al-Qur’an 

A. Surah Al-Baqarah: 43 

 وَأقَِيمُوا الصهلََةَ وَآتُوا الزهكَاةَ وَاركَْعُوا مَعَ الرهاكِعِينَ 
"And establish prayer, give alms, and bow down with those who bow 

down." (QS. Al-Baqarah: 43) 

According to Ibn Abī Ḥātim, As-Suyūṭī, and Al-Wāḥidī, this verse was revealed 

to the Children of Israel as a warning to them to establish prayer and pay zakat as 

previously required of them in the Torah. (Al-Wāḥidī, 1991) This verse was revealed 

in Madinah when they refused the invitation of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم to join the 

ranks of the Muslims, even though they knew the truth of his teachings. (As-Suyūṭī, 

1993). 

According to Ibn Kathīr, zakat here means giving out some of one's wealth to 

those who are entitled to receive it as a form of obedience and purification of wealth. 

(Ibn Kathīr, 1997) Al-Qurṭubī added that zakat does not only mean the obligation to 

give alms, but also purification of oneself from stinginess and love of the world.(Al-

Qurṭubī, 2006) Therefore, the meaning of zakat in this verse is social and spiritual 

worship, which purifies wealth and cleanses the heart of greed. 

B. Surah At-Taubah ayat 103 

يهِمْ بَِّاَ وَصَلِّ عَلَيْهِمْ ۖ إِنه صَلََتَكَ سَكَنٌ   خُذْ مِنْ أمَْوَالَِمِْ صَدَقَةً تُطَهِّرُهُمْ وَتُـزكَِِّ
يعٌ عَلِيمٌ  ُ سََِ  لََمُْ ۗ وَاللَّه

"Take alms from their wealth, that you may purify and sanctify them, 

and pray for them. Verily, your prayers are a source of tranquillity for 

them." (QS. At-Taubah: 103) 

According to the account of Ibn 'Abbās and mentioned by Ath-Ṭabarī, this verse 

was revealed concerning Abū Lubābah bin 'Abdil Mundzir and several companions 

who did not participate in the Battle of Tabūk. After repenting, they came to the 

Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم bringing wealth as a sign of their repentance. Allah then revealed 
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this verse commanding the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم to accept their charity and purify them with 

it.(Ath-Ṭabarī, 1954). 

According to Ibn Kathīr, zakat here serves as tathhīr (purification from sin) and 

tazkiyah (purification of the heart).(Ibn Kathīr, 1997). Al-Qurṭubī explains that zakat 

is a form of worship that combines two virtues: purifying wealth and purifying the 

soul.(Al-Qurṭubī, 2006). Ar-Rāzī interprets "tazkiyah" as the cultivation of good 

morals and social solidarity, because zakat fosters compassion in society.(Ar-Rāzī, 

1999). 

Therefore, zakat in this verse means purification of wealth and soul, as a symbol 

of repentance, obedience, and social solidarity. 

C. Surah Al-Mu’minun ayat 4 

 وَالهذِينَ هُمْ للِزهكَاةِ فاَعِلُونَ 

And those who pay zakat." (QS. Al-Mu’minun: 4) 

According to Al-Wāḥidī in Asbābun Nuzūl and As-Suyūṭī in Lubāb an-Nuqūl, 

this verse was revealed in Mecca, before zakat al-mal was made obligatory.(Al-

Wāḥidī, 1991)Therefore, the meaning of zakat here is not zakat on wealth, but rather 

the purification of the soul from polytheism and moral corruption.(As-Suyūṭī, 1993). 

Ibn Kathīr interprets "zakat" here as tazkiyah an-nafs, namely the purification of 

the soul from shirk and sin.(Ibn Kathīr, 1997).Al-Qurṭubī emphasised that zakat refers 

to deeds that purify oneself, whether in the form of faith, righteous deeds, or 

charity.(Al-Qurṭubī, 2006).So, the meaning of zakat in this verse is spiritual, namely 

tazkiyah (purification of the soul), which is a sign of true faith. 

 

Tabel. 3 General Conclusion on the Meaning of Zakat in the Qur'an Based on 

Asbābun Nuzūl 

Surah & Ayat Asbābun Nuzūl 
Meaning of 

Zakat 
Dimension 

Al-Baqarah: 

43 

Addressed to the 

Children of 

Israel who 

refused to follow 

the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. 

Zakat al-mal 

(social and 

financial 

worship) 

Social and 

Spiritual 

At-Taubah: 

103 

About Abu 

Lubābah and the 

Anṣār who 

repented and 

Purification of 

wealth and soul 

(tazkiyah)) 

Social and Spiritual 
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surrendered their 

wealth. 

Al-Mu’minun: 4 

Makkiyyah 

Surah, revealed 

before the 

obligation of 

zakat al-mal. 

Purification of 

oneself from 

polytheism and 

sin 

Moral and spiritual 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the analysis of the use of the word zakat in the Qur'an, it can be concluded 

that zakat is a Qur'anic concept that has diverse and dynamic meanings. The word zakat is not 

only understood as an obligation to give alms within the framework of Islamic law, but also 

as a linguistic concept that contains the meanings of purification, growth, and moral 

development. This diversity of meanings arises in line with the different contexts of the verses, 

both in terms of linguistic structure and the phase of revelation. 

In the Makkiyah verses, the word zakat is predominantly used in an ethical and 

spiritual context, emphasising the purification of the soul and the formation of the character 

of the faithful. Meanwhile, in the Madani verses, the meaning of zakat develops into an 

institutional concept related to socio-economic obligations, distribution of wealth, and the 

enforcement of social justice. This shift in meaning indicates that zakat in the Qur'an is 

contextual and responsive to the needs of the Muslim community in the early stages of the 

formation of the Islamic community.  

Through a semantic and maudhu‘i interpretative approach, this study affirms that the 

word zakat has complementary layers of meaning between the spiritual, social, and normative 

dimensions. Therefore, understanding zakat cannot be reduced to only the fiqhiyah aspect, but 

needs to be placed within a more holistic conceptual framework of the Qur'an. This conclusion 

is expected to enrich the semantic study of the Qur'an and contribute to strengthening the 

understanding of zakat as a teaching oriented towards the purification of individuals and social 

welfare in an integrated manner. 
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