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INTRODUCTION

The Qur'an, as the primary source of Islamic teachings, was revealed in Arabic, a
language rich in linguistic characteristics, precise in meaning, and complex in semantic
structure. Understanding the words in the Qur'an is highly dependent on the linguistic
context, sentence structure, and the circumstances surrounding its revelation, so that each
word contains a deep and layered conceptual message. Semantic approaches, such as those
developed by Toshihiko Izutsu, are used to reveal the basic and relational meanings of words
in the Qur'an, as well as how those meanings change according to their historical and
thematic contexts. (Kahfi & Ahmadi, 2021) The maudu'i (thematic) method of
interpretation also emphasises the collection and analysis of verses with similar themes in
order to understand the conceptual message in a more profound and structured manner.
(Nazhifah & Karimah, 2021). Therefore, analysing key terms in the Qur'an is an important
step in exploring the fundamental concepts that shape the Islamic worldview.

One of the keywords that has a central position in the Qur'an is the word zakat. This
word appears in various verses with different wording and contexts, indicating that zakat is
not merely a technical term in Islamic law, but a Qur'anic concept that is rich in meaning.
The word zakat in the Qur'an has a very broad and profound meaning; it is not merely a
technical term in Islamic law, but a Qur'anic concept that contains spiritual, social and
economic dimensions. Zakat serves as the main instrument for the redistribution of wealth
to reduce poverty and social inequality, as well as to strengthen solidarity and inclusive
community welfare. (Nuradi et al., 2025) Semantically, zakat means "purification" and
"growth," encompassing spiritual and social aspects, and transforming from a pre-Islamic
meaning that was more individualistic into a collective concept that emphasises social
justice and mutual welfare. (Nugraha & Wanto, 2025) In the Qur'an, zakat is mentioned
alongside prayer as an important pillar of Islam, with clear obligations and threats for those
who neglect it, emphasising its central position in Muslim life. (Abidin, 2020) .

Etymologically, the word zakat comes from the root word ¢ & 5/ 5 < 3, which means
to grow, develop, cleanse, and purify. Thus, the basic meaning of zakat is not limited to the
obligation to give alms, but also includes the process of purification and growth, both
materially and spiritually. (Emzaed et al., 2025) . This basic meaning indicates that the use
of the word zakat in the Qur'an is not always limited to the obligation to spend wealth, but
is also related to the process of purification and growth, both materially and spiritually. The
word zakat appears in various verses of the Qur'an in diverse contexts, often alongside the
command to pray and associated with the nature of believers as an indicator of individual
and collective piety. (Hariani, 2020). The diversity of contexts in which the word zakat is
used in the Qur'an indicates a shift and expansion of meaning in accordance with the purpose
of the verse and the phase of revelation.

In some Makkiyah verses, the word zakat emphasises self-purification and moral
values, whereas in Madaniyah verses, this word tends to refer to its institutional meaning as
a socio-economic obligation with certain provisions.(Alim, 2023)This difference in context
indicates that the meaning of zakat in the Qur'an is dynamic and not singular. In tafsir
studies, differences in interpretation of the word zakat are also evident. Some mufassir
understand zakat literally as an obligation of wealth, while other mufassir interpret the word
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more broadly as a process of tazkiyah that includes spiritual, moral, and social solidarity
development.(Fakhruddin et al., 2024; Nuraini & Ghifari, 2025; Riswandi, 2024) This
difference shows that the word zakat in the Qur'an has complex layers of meaning and is
open to study through semantic and thematic approaches.

However, studies on the word zakat in the Qur'an often focus on fighiyah and practical
aspects, so that linguistic studies and textual meanings have not received adequate attention.
In fact, a deep understanding of the word zakat as a Qur'anic term can provide a stronger
conceptual foundation for understanding the objectives of Sharia and the values that are to
be realised through the commandment of zakat.

Based on this background, this study aims to analyse the use of the word zakat in the
Qur'an by examining its form, context, and diversity of meanings. This study is expected to
contribute to the enrichment of Qur'anic semantic studies and strengthen the conceptual
understanding of zakat as a teaching that has integrated spiritual, social, and moral
dimensions.

METHOD

This research is qualitative research with a library research approach, focusing on the
study of the text of the Qur'an. The Qur'an is used as the primary data source, particularly
verses containing the word zakat and its derivatives. Meanwhile, secondary data sources
include classical and contemporary tafsir books, books on ulumul Qur'an, works on Qur'anic
semantics, and scientific journal articles relevant to the theme of zakat and the linguistic
study of the Qur'an.

The main approach used in this study is the semantic approach to the Qur'an as
developed by Toshihiko Izutsu. (Fahimah, 2020)This approach is used to reveal the basic
meaning and relational meaning of the word zakat in the Qur'an, as well as to explore its
meaning in relation to other Qur'anic concepts that have semantic proximity, such
asshalat,tazkiyah,iman, andtaqwa. Through this approach, the word zakat is analysed not
only lexically, but also within the network of meanings that form the Qur'anic worldview
(weltanschauung).

In addition, this study also uses the maudhu‘i (thematic) interpretation method. This
method is carried out by inventorying all verses in the Qur'an that contain the word zakat
and its derivatives, then grouping them based on the context of revelation (Makkiyah and
Madaniyah) and the theme of the verse. (Fauzan et al., 2020)This stage aims to obtain a
systematic overview of the variations in the use of the word zakat in the Qur'an and the
changes in its meaning according to the historical and social context of early Muslim society.

Data collection techniques were carried out by searching for verses in the Qur'an
using a Qur'an index dictionary and digital Qur'an devices, followed by a study of the
interpretations of the exegetes. The collected data was then analysed descriptively and
analytically, emphasising linguistic aspects, the context of the verses, and differences in
interpretation that appear in the tafsir literature. This analysis aimed to identify patterns of
meaning, shifts in meaning, and extensions of meaning of the word zakat in the Qur'an.

To maintain data wvalidity, this study triangulated sources by comparing
interpretations from various exegetes and contemporary academic studies. Using this
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method, this study aims to produce a comprehensive and objective understanding of the
diversity of meanings of the word zakat in the Qur'an, from linguistic, theological, and social
perspectives.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Verses About Zakat in Qur’an

Table 1. Verses About Zakat

No Verses of the Qur'an Surah Ayat Sighot
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The Meaning of the Word Zakat in the Qur'an Based on Tafsir Books
1. Meaning of Language (Lughawi)
Etymologically, the word &< (zakat) comes from the root word ;LS - u-i’ - u.i

5.5 /, which means: clean (:)L@E\j £L31), grow and develop (:L31), good (’CM\)

This basic meaning forms the foundation for the interpretation of exegetes when explaining
the context of "zakat" in the Qur'an.

2. The Meaning of Zakat According to the Books of Interpretation

A. Tafsir al-Tabari (Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Qur’an)
Imam al-Tabar1 (d. 310 AH) considered that the word zakat in the Qur'an has
two main meanings, which are determined by siyaqul kalam (the context of the verse):
1) The meaning of tazkiyah (purification of the soul):

In the Makkiyyah verses, zakat is interpreted as purification of the soul from
shirk, sin, and bad character. Example: QS. Asy-Syams [91]: 9

/\fu;é@/fié

At-Tabari argue “Blessed are those who purify their souls by obeying Allah.”
2) The meaning of wealth (zakat mal):

In the Madaniyyah verses, zakat means the obligation to give out a portion of
one's wealth, as in QS. At-Taubah [9]: 103

s 1o ahgld Bao bl 1. 2
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According to al-Tabari, this verse indicates that zakat is a form of physical and
spiritual purification through charity. Thus, al-TabarT understood zakat as a word
that encompasses two aspects: purification (spiritual) and expenditure (material).

B. Tafsir al-Qurtubi (Al-Jami' li Ahkam al-Qur'an)

Al-Qurtubi (d. 671 AH), a mufassir, provided explanations that were more socio-
legal in nature, while still paying attention to the spiritual aspect. He wrote, "Zakat in
the Qur'an sometimes means purification of the soul, sometimes it means the

obligation of wealth, depending on the context."

QS. Al-4 7a [87]: 14

N\

“0

P o
("those who purify themselves from sin by obeying Allah™).
QS. Al-Bagarah [2]: 43

oz
e

—

S5 15375 55l 1,205

The meaning zakat on wealth, because the context of this verse refers to the Sharia
law for Muslims in Medina. Thus, al-Qurtubi emphasised the close relationship
between salah and zakat, as symbols of personal and social worship that complement

each other.
C. Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Tafsir al-Qur'an al-'Azim)

Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH) clearly distinguished the meaning of zakat based on the

period when the verse was revealed:

1) In the Makkiyyah surah, zakat means purification of oneself from shirk, sin, and
bad character. Example: QS. Fussilat [41]: 6-7

S50 058 Y ol Gsall 23

Ibn Kathir interpreted, "That is, they did not purify themselves from polytheism and
did not believe in Allah."”

In the Medinan surah, zakat already meant a shari‘ah ordinance (zakat on
wealth). Ibn Kathir emphasised that zakat originally had a moral-spiritual meaning,
then became legally prescribed during the Medina period. This shows the
development of the meaning of zakat from the aspect of tazkiyah to mu'amalah.

D. Tafsir Fakhruddin al-Razi (Mafatih al-Ghayb)

Al-Razi (d. 606 AH) took a more philosophical and spiritual approach to the
meaning of zakat. According to him:"Zakat is so named because it purifies the heart
from stinginess and cultivates reward in the soul.” In interpreting QS. At-Taubah [9]:
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103, al-Razi emphasises:

1) vij.@_bj is purifying from sin.
2) V.@»S: s is fostering faith and self-esteem.

He emphasised that zakat is not merely a material activity, but a means of spiritual
purification (tazkiyah ruhiyyah) that results in spiritual growth. Thus, according to al-
Razi, the meaning of zakat is more metaphysical and moral in nature, not merely a
matter of figh law.

Ar-Razi emphasised that zakat is not merely a material activity, but a means of
spiritual purification (tazkiyah ruhiyyah) that results in spiritual growth. Thus,
according to al-Razi, the meaning of zakat is more metaphysical and moral in nature,
not merely a matter of figh law.

E. Tafsir of Sayyid Qutb (In the Shade of the Qur'an)

Sayyid Qutb (d. 1966) emphasised social and spiritual aspects in his interpretation.
According to him, zakat is a tangible manifestation of faith — it is not merely a
material obligation, but proof of social piety. In interpreting QS. At-Taubah [9]: 103,
he wrote that zakat is:

1) purification of the heart from selfishness,
2) clearing assets from the rights of others,
3) as well as strengthening social solidarity.
The meaning of zakat here becomes a dual act of worship: worship of Allah and
social responsibility.
Tabel 2. Comparative Analysis of the Meaning of Zakat

Mufassir Pattern of The Meaning of Description
Interpretation Zakat
Meaning i
Purification of dete?nnilrrllf dlls)
Al-Tabar1 Riwayah soul and Y
, the context of the
possessions
verse
Obligations
Al-Qurtubi Fighi regarding Emphasis on the
property and law of zakat
purification
Tazkiyah Thzsz;’:;gggem
Makkiyyah) t
Ibn Katir Riwayah-Fighi (Makkiyyah) to according to the
Zakat mal phases of
Madaniyyah :
(Madaniyyah) revelation
Al-Razi Falsafi Purification of Spiritual and
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the soul from philosophical
stinginess meaning

Purification of .
Moral and social

Al-Maraght Adabi-Ijtima‘i wealth and
balance
morals
Sayyid Q ' ] ' ‘ Zakat .as proof of
Adabi-Haraki Social worship faith and
utb C
solidarity

3. Asbabun Nuzul Makna Zakat Dalam Al-Qur’an

A. Surah Al-Bagarah: 43

ST 5 15855 50 1fTg S5Eal 1,2.3%

"And establish prayer, give alms, and bow down with those who bow
down."” (QS. Al-Bagarah: 43)

According to Ibn Ab1 Hatim, As-Suytti, and Al-Wahidi, this verse was revealed
to the Children of Israel as a warning to them to establish prayer and pay zakat as
previously required of them in the Torah. (Al-Wahidi, 1991) This verse was revealed
in Madinah when they refused the invitation of the Messenger of Allah # to join the
ranks of the Muslims, even though they knew the truth of his teachings. (As-Suyiti,
1993).

According to Ibn Kathir, zakat here means giving out some of one's wealth to
those who are entitled to receive it as a form of obedience and purification of wealth.
(Ibn Kathir, 1997) Al-Qurtubi added that zakat does not only mean the obligation to
give alms, but also purification of oneself from stinginess and love of the world.(Al-
Qurtubi, 2006) Therefore, the meaning of zakat in this verse is social and spiritual
worship, which purifies wealth and cleanses the heart of greed.

B. Surah At-Taubah ayat 103

-

ugud-’y\-«ﬂ d‘gr@.«l&yju ¢ "j (‘;jbj.@_b Z{.M V.M/ \uﬂv\}-
e fo A5

"Take alms from their wealth, that you may purify and sanctify them,
and pray for them. Verily, your prayers are a source of tranquillity for
them.” (QS. At-Taubah: 103)

According to the account of Ibn 'Abbas and mentioned by Ath-Tabari, this verse
was revealed concerning Abli Lubabah bin 'Abdil Mundzir and several companions
who did not participate in the Battle of Tabuk. After repenting, they came to the
Messenger of Allah # bringing wealth as a sign of their repentance. Allah then revealed
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this verse commanding the Prophet # to accept their charity and purify them with
it.(Ath-Tabari, 1954).

According to Ibn Kathir, zakat here serves as tathhir (purification from sin) and
tazkiyah (purification of the heart).(Ibn Kathir, 1997). Al-Qurtubi explains that zakat
is a form of worship that combines two virtues: purifying wealth and purifying the
soul.(Al-Qurtubi, 2006). Ar-Razi interprets "tazkiyah" as the cultivation of good
morals and social solidarity, because zakat fosters compassion in society.(Ar-Razi,
1999).

Therefore, zakat in this verse means purification of wealth and soul, as a symbol
of repentance, obedience, and social solidarity.

C. Surah Al-Mu’minun ayat 4

And those who pay zakat." (QS. Al-Mu’minun: 4)

According to Al-Wahidi in Asbabun Nuztl and As-Suyti in Lubab an-Nugqil,
this verse was revealed in Mecca, before zakat al-mal was made obligatory.(Al-
Wahidi, 1991)Therefore, the meaning of zakat here is not zakat on wealth, but rather
the purification of the soul from polytheism and moral corruption.(As-Suytti, 1993).

Ibn Kathir interprets "zakat" here as tazkiyah an-nafs, namely the purification of
the soul from shirk and sin.(Ibn Kathir, 1997).Al-Qurtubi emphasised that zakat refers
to deeds that purify oneself, whether in the form of faith, righteous deeds, or
charity.(Al-Qurtubi, 2006).S0, the meaning of zakat in this verse is spiritual, namely
tazkiyah (purification of the soul), which is a sign of true faith.

Tabel. 3 General Conclusion on the Meaning of Zakat in the Qur'an Based on

Asbabun Nuzil
Surah & Ayat Asbabun Nuzil Meaning of Dimension
Zakat
Addressed to the
Zakat al-mal
Children of
Al-Bagarah: (social and Social and
Israel who
43 financial Spiritual
refused to follow _
worship)
the Prophet £,
About Abu
Purification of
At-Taubah: Lubabah and the
wealth and soul cial and Spiritual
103 Ansar who

(tazkiyah))

repented and
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surrendered their

wealth.

Makkiyyah

Purification of
Surah, revealed
oneself from
Al-Mu’'minun: 4 before the . floral and spiritual

polytheism and

obligation of _

sin

zakat al-mal.

CONCLUSION

Based on the analysis of the use of the word zakat in the Qur'an, it can be concluded
that zakat is a Qur'anic concept that has diverse and dynamic meanings. The word zakat is not
only understood as an obligation to give alms within the framework of Islamic law, but also
as a linguistic concept that contains the meanings of purification, growth, and moral
development. This diversity of meanings arises in line with the different contexts of the verses,
both in terms of linguistic structure and the phase of revelation.

In the Makkiyah verses, the word zakat is predominantly used in an ethical and
spiritual context, emphasising the purification of the soul and the formation of the character
of the faithful. Meanwhile, in the Madani verses, the meaning of zakat develops into an
institutional concept related to socio-economic obligations, distribution of wealth, and the
enforcement of social justice. This shift in meaning indicates that zakat in the Qur'an is
contextual and responsive to the needs of the Muslim community in the early stages of the
formation of the Islamic community.

Through a semantic and maudhu‘i interpretative approach, this study affirms that the
word zakat has complementary layers of meaning between the spiritual, social, and normative
dimensions. Therefore, understanding zakat cannot be reduced to only the fighiyah aspect, but
needs to be placed within a more holistic conceptual framework of the Qur'an. This conclusion
is expected to enrich the semantic study of the Qur'an and contribute to strengthening the
understanding of zakat as a teaching oriented towards the purification of individuals and social
welfare in an integrated manner.
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